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ISLE OF DOGS, POPLAR & BLACKWALL

Seven Days
What to do in your area

GIG | Club Nights
Jazzgir, Isle Of Dogs
Find Latin music on Fridays and 
sounds from the 1980s and 1990s 
on Saturdays. Regular feature 
Apr 27-28, 7pm, free with table

STAGE | Material Girl
The Space, Isle Of Dogs
(Trying Out New) Material Girl 
marks 100 years of women’s 
suffrage with pieces by women.
Apr 29, 7.30pm, pay as you feel

PARTY | DJ Fridays
Bokan, Isle Of Dogs
The beats return to Bokan’s bar 
for those who enjoy some serious 
sounds while sipping away.
May 3, evenings, free

STAGE | Sex Waitress
The Space, Isle Of Dogs
East London friends take on sex 
offenders called Keiths in this dark 
comedy about independent women.
May 6, 7.30pm, £10

C
reativity is in the east, 
apparently.

London College Of 
Fashion, University For 
The Arts has partnered 

with EcoWorld Ballymore to host a 
pop-up exhibition at its landmark 
London City Island development.

#FashionMeansBusiness, curated 
by LCF’s Fashion Business School, 
launched yesterday (Wednesday) 
and is being hosted at the Arebyte 
gallery, on Leamouth Peninsula, 
until Sunday.

A largely digital installation, it 
presents a range of student and 
graduate work in a bid to appeal to 
prospective students and challenge 
misconceptions.

“When you think of fashion, 
people tend to gravitate towards 
things like the fashion shows and the 
press, but actually there’s a massive 
global industry behind all this,” 
said the Fashion Business School’s 
creative director Rob Lakin.

“I suppose the business, 

management and leadership side 
of things could be perceived as the 
drier aspects of the industry, but 
actually once you see what we do 
it’s far from that.

“The industry is incredibly 
dynamic, evolving and fast paced.”

He added: “The demographic 
at London City Island is really 
interesting.

“Clearly it is a stone’s throw from 
the City, but when you look at 
the breakdown of who is actually 
living and working there, it’s a very 
diverse and exciting community 

which I think really appealed to the 
school both in terms of recruitment 
and future collaborations.

“The fact that we can take the 
opportunity to showcase the 
Fashion Business School to this 
broad context in a really rich and 
exciting way is great.”

Centred around the themes of 
people, planet, profit and purpose, 
videos and interactive content 
capture student’s work, while 
cubed posters and two metre 
abstract hangers provide further 
information of the academic 

foundation of each project. 
Panel discussions, seminars and 
interviews with staff and students 
are also being screened at the 
pop-up, while LCF’s Fashion Clinic, 
a community for emerging and 
established fashion businesses, 
will be on hand to offer advice and 
networking.

“I think it starts to give you a 
flavour of what we’re about as a 
school and the kind of things that 
happen if you come and study with 
us or work with us in another way,” 
said Mr Lakin.

“It would be great if we could 
open some people’s eyes up to 
the perspective of what fashion 
business and management is 
about and give them a broader 
understanding of what that part of 
the industry involves.

“If we can do that then I think our 
job is done.”

The exhibition is open to the 
public from noon until 7pm 
Thursday to Saturday and until 4pm 
on Sunday.

Entry is free.
Go to arts.ac.uk/fashion

fashioneastas
London City Island to host college exhibition aimed at showcasing creativity

Erica Bush

The #FashionMeansBusiness
exhibition will be showcasing
the work of the London 
College of Fashion


